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Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, WestEd, in partnership with the North
Carolina State University, is examining the impact of ScienceSketch, an NGSS-aligned

science modeling platform.

WestEd’s ScienceSketch Project
A Research Study on Science Modeling

What is ScienceSketch?Who can participate?
4th grade teachers who teach science.
Participating classrooms will need 1-to-1 device
access.

Timeline
Fall 2025 for 8 weeks.

Research Activities
Half of the participating classrooms will be randomly
selected to use ScienceSketch (treatment group). Half
of the teachers will continue regular science
instruction and receive access to ScienceSketch later
(control group).
All teachers will complete a pre- and post-survey (10
minutes) and 3-4 logs (5 minutes). Some teachers will
participate in a classroom observation and an
interview. 
Treatment group teachers will use ScienceSketch with
their students for modeling once per week and will
complete 2-3 hours of virtual, self-paced professional
development.
Control group teachers will have access to
ScienceSketch and the professional development after
the study.
Students will complete an NGSS-aligned science pre-
and post-assessment (30-45 minutes) and a  survey
(10 minutes).

Benefits
No cost to participate.
Students will practice science modeling skills to align
their instruction with NGSS guidelines.

Compensation
Teachers will receive a stipend of up to $500.
Treatment group teachers will receive an additional
$200 for completing professional development.

The research reported here was supported by the Institute of
Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education, through
Grant X to WestEd. The opinions expressed are those of the
authors and do not represent views of the X or the X.

ScienceSketch, developed by North
Carolina State University, is a
supplemental digital modeling
platform.

Students draw NGSS-aligned
science models in ScienceSketch
and receive individualized and
adaptive scaffolded feedback to
practice science modeling in
engaging and meaningful ways,
saving teachers valuable time. 
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